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agreed to vote as one on all matters of international
importance. They would give one another mutual
assistance in repelling an aggressor. They would not
sign separate treaties with other powers except by mutual
consent. Mutual consent appears to have been available
in the case of Soviet Russia.

Hitler had come to power in Germany in the previous
month and the whole outlook of central Europe "was
changed. A strong and dangerous Germany was
arising, determined to avenge the humiliations of past
defeat. The first ghost of the dead war to appear was
Prussia. The Little Entente and France soon began to
call another shade out of the limbo of the past, Russia.
Shrewd commentators at that time said that all the war
alliances and the war fronts were to be renewed. Italy,
not to be behindhand, signed a pact of non-aggression
and neutrality with Soviet Russia on the 2nd September,

1933-

That seemed to guarantee that in the developments
of the following years Italy would range herself with
the powers of the Left, but the states of the Little
Entente did not ascribe much importance to this treaty.
Italy, aiding and abetting Hungary's programme of
revisionism, and drawn to Nazi Germany by a kindred
political outlook, was not likely to line up either with
Democracy or Communism.

King Alexander had his own plan for securing peace
in the Balkans, and peace in the Balkans concerned him
much more than peace in western Europe. He believed
that a solidarity of the nations on the Balkan peninsula
was a first requirement. Let it become unprofitable
for a western power to start a war there and impossible
through diplomatic intrigue to set one Balkan state
against another. He received assistance to that end in
an unexpected quarter. The King of Bulgaria made
a move to reconcile Bulgars and Serbs.

In August and September, 1933, Boris and Joanna,
King and Queen of Bulgaria, went on a series of unofficial